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ISO Class: An air quality classification from the International Organization for Standardization,
per ISO 14644-1 standards, which specify the cleanliness of spaces by airborne particulate.

Principal Investigator: An individual who meets eligibility requirements, receives a minimum of
$50,000 in peer reviewed funding in support of an approved VA research project, and is
supported by one or more Research Associates.

Program for Design (PFD): A project specific itemized listing of the spaces, rooms, and square
foot area required for the proper operation of a specific service / department, and the
corresponding area for each. PFDs are generated by SEPS based on the PG-18-9 Standard.

Research Core: A shared support zone between several Labs that includes Equipment, Tissue
Culture Lab, Fume Hood(s), Cold Room(c), Glass Wash, and Microscope Rooms.

Research and Development (R&D): The investigation of biomedical problems and hypotheses
related to the human health, diseases, defects, and handicaps, as well as systematic study
of problems and hypotheses related to the delivery of health care. VA R&D consists of
Biomedical Research (BLR&D), Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D), Clinical
Science Research and Development (CSR&D), and Rehabilitation Research and Development
(RR&D) Unit.

Rehabilitation Research and Development: Includes all research related to chronic disabling
conditions in Veterans.

Select Agents (or biological select agents or toxins [BSATs]): Bio-agents which have been
declared by HHS or USDA to have the potential to pose a severe threat to public health and
safety. The agents are divided into (1) HHS select agents and toxins affecting humans; (2)
USDA select agents and toxins affecting agriculture; and (3) overlap select agents and toxins
affecting both.

Space and Equipment Planning System (SEPS): Produces equipment lists and Program for
Design for a healthcare project based on specific information entered in response to Input
Data Questions.

Specific Pathogen Free (SPF): Designation for animals that are free of defined germs and other
infectious agents that may interfere with research.

Veterinary Medical Unit (VMU): A facility with specifically designed environments for the care
and support of animals used for research. This typically includes procedure rooms, cage
wash cleaning and sterilization, staff areas, and support spaces.

Wet Research Space: Research areas where samples, biological agents, and other materials are
used for experiments and research in a controlled environment.
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1.6 Abbreviations
SYM DESCRIPTION SYM DESCRIPTION
ABA Architectural Barriers Act HEPA High Efficiency Particulate Air
ABAAS | Architectural Barriers Act HHS U.S. Department of Health and
Accessibility Standards Human Services
ABSL Animal Biosafety Level HSR&D | Health Services Research &
AFF | Above Finish Floor Development
AHJ Authority Having Jurisdiction HVAC | Heating, Ventilation, and Air
Conditioning
ANSI American National Standards
Institute IBC International Building Code
AT Acoustical Tile ISO International Standards
Organization
BLR&D | Biomedical Laboratory Research -
and Development IT Information Technology
BMBL | Biosafety in Microbiological and VIS In Vivo Imaging Systems
Biomedical Laboratories JS Joint Sealant
BSC Biological Safety Cabinet JS-1 Architectural Urethane Sealant
BSL Biosafety Level JS-2 100% Silicone
CAT Cleanroom Acoustical ceiling Tile JS-3 Siliconized Acrylic Latex
CDC Centers for Disease Control and 1S-4 Non-Halogenated Latex-Based
Prevention Elastomeric Sealant
CFM Office of Construction and LSP Life Safety Protected
Facilities Management MC Mission Critical
CFR Code of Federal Regulations MEPT Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing,
cMmu Concrete Masonry Units and Technology
CPT Carpet Tile NA Not Applicable
CSR&D | Clinical Science Research and NFC National Fire Code
Development NFPA National Fire Protection
EPY Epoxy Flooring Association
EXP Exposed NIH National Institute of Health
FC Foot Candles NIHDR | National Institute of Health
FTE Full-Time Equivalent M Design Requirements Manual
FRP Fiberglass Reinforced Panel NS No Sealant
GFRB Gel Coat Fiberglass Reinforced ORD Office of Research and
Polymer Development
GWB | Gypsum Wallboard ) Paint
U.S. Department GENERAL 1-13
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of Veterans Affairs

SYM DESCRIPTION SYM DESCRIPTION
PF Pre-finished VAMC VA Medical Center
PFD Program for Design VHA Veterans Health Administration
PG Planning Guide VMU Veterinarian Medical Unit
PI Principal Investigator VR Virtual Reality
PPE Personal Protective Equipment WSF Welded Seam Sheet Flooring
PSRDM | VA Physical Security and (Heat Welded with Rod)
Resiliency Design Manual
PT Porcelain Tile
R&D Research and Development
RB Resilient Base (Rubber or Vinyl)
RES-3 Heavy-Duty Urethane and Epoxy
Mortar Flooring System with
Integral Base
RES-6A | Urethane Climatic areas subject
to temperature swings
RES-W | Seamless Resinous Coating for
Walls and Ceiling
RH Relative Humidity
RR&D Rehabilitation Research &
Development
SC High Build Glazed Coating
(Special Coating)
SEFA Scientific EQuipment and
Furniture Association
SEPS Space and Equipment Planning
System
SF Square Feet
SSTV Security Surveillance Video
System
STC Sound Transmission Class
SVT Solid Vinyl Floor Tile
TIL Technical Information Library
USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture
VA Veterans Affairs
U.S. Department GENERAL 1-14
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